SOIL SURVEY HORIZONS
Tucker, R.E., H.V. Alminas, and R.T. Hopkins. 1984 A revised system of Chinese soil classification has been proposed by a group of soil scientists from the Nanjing Institute of Soil Science, Academia Sinica (Soil Classification Group, 1985) . This system contains two parts: (i) descriptions of diagnostic epipedons and subsurface horizons based on quantitative morphological and physicochemical characteristics; and (ii) a framework of known soil types organized by diagnostic epipedons, horizons, and other soil characteristics. Table 1 shows the comparisons of diagnostic subsurface horizons used in the U.S. Soil Taxonomy (Soil Survey Staff, 1975) and in the proposed Chinese system.
The objective of this article is to describe some diagnostic horizons in the proposed Chinese system that may be related to the cambic horizon of Soil Taxonomy. The proposed Chinese system, in effect, replaces the cambic horizon with gleyed, phosphic, silica-alumina, and paddy agric diagnostic subsurface horizons. A companion article (Yang et al., 1988) compares the diagnostic epipedons of Soil Taxonomy and the proposed Chinese system.
The number and types of diagnostic subsurface horizons proposed for the Chinese system vary from those in Soil Taxonomy. These differences occur because of the diversity in both distribution and occurrence of soils and varying experiences in soil classification. In the proposed Chinese system, some horizons may be more than one type of diagnostic horizon. For example, the paddy agric horizon may also meet the criteria of the illuvial argillic horizon. However, some diagnostic horizons take precedence over others. Thus, a soil with both a paddy agric horizon and an argillic horizon would be classified based on the paddy agric horizon's characteristics.
The definitions of diagnostic subsurface horizons as well as the system itself are first approximations in need of testing and further revisions.
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